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Cocktail Reception
sponsored by

Unmasking Autism Gala Committee
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Artze

Music by Chris Garner

Wine Host and Sponsor
Dr. Kunal V. Amin

Silent Auction Opens

Welcome
Dan Masi

Development Director
Florida State Elks Association

Invocation
Russ Smith, Vice President At Large

Emcee - Wendy Ryan
ABC Action News Ch 28

Colleen Gallant
FECTS Director

Dinner

Humanitarian Award Recipient
Dr. Fadi Saba

Guest Speaker
Reynoldo (Rey) Garcia IV

Live Auction
Blake Kennedy

Dancing to the Sounds of Magic

Pick up Auction items
and Checkout

Program

Sincerely,

Dan Masi
Development Director
Florida State Elks Association

W elcome to the Fourth Annual Unmasking 
Autism Gala — We’re on the Move!

When we started the Unmasking Autism Gala, we had 
no idea how successful it would be and how much  
interest it would create to raise acceptance and  
treatment for those with autism spectrum disorder. 
This is truly an honor. Thank you! With us all working  
together, we can help to make a difference in the lives 
of children with autism spectrum disorder and to help 
them overcome some of the challenges they and their 
families face daily.

On March 1, 2024, Florida Elks  
Children’s Therapy Services cele-
brated its 25th anniversary. Just as 
the motto in the early FECTS logo  
stated, “Rolling with the Times”, 
when the Florida Elks Children’s 
Hospital closed the Florida Elks  
Children’s Therapy Services began.

Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services has 32  
occupational and physical therapists throughout the 
state who offer in-home therapy to Florida children 
in need. These services are provided in the patient’s 
home without regard to the family’s ability to pay for 
such services. Our therapists are currently treating more 
than600 children per week and more than 60% of their 
patients are within the spectrum. Early detection with 
early intervention is the key to helping these children 
reach their full potential, which is different for each 
child.

We want to thank each of you for joining us to raise 
awareness and acceptance of autism spectrum disorder 
within our communities. We all have family members or 
friends whose lives have been touched by a child within 
the spectrum. Together, we are working to help them 
face and overcome the challenges caused by autism. 
We can improve the lives of these children by providing 
them with much-needed therapy.

As you leave this evening, know that your support and 
donations will make a difference in a child’s life! I hope 
everyone has a wonderful time, and we will see you next 
year for the Unmasking Autism Gala hosted by Florida 
Elks Charities.
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Tarpon Springs #1719 

Tampa #708

St. Petersburg #1224

Seminole  
#2519

New Port Richey #2284

Largo #2159

Holiday Isles  
#1912

Dunedin 
Clearwater #1525

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT #2080 
  PER ASSOCIATION

Tarpon Springs #1719 

Tampa #708

St. Petersburg #1224

Seminole  
#2519

New Port Richey #2284

Largo #2159

Holiday Isles  
#1912

Dunedin/ 
Clearwater #1525

DUNEDIN/CLEARWATER #1525 
1240 San Christopher Drive 
Dunedin, FL 34698-5307 
(727) 733-3318 (Lodge) 
(727) 733-1005 (Office) 
secretarylodge1525@gmail.com  

 
HOLIDAY ISLES #1912 
14111 E. Parsley Drive 
Madeira Beach, FL 33708-2346 
(727) 392-4176 (Lodge) 
(727) 393-1545 (Office) 
hisles1@tampabay.rr.com 
www.holidayisleselks1912.org 
 

LARGO #2159 
810 16th Ave. SE 
Largo, FL 33771-4441 
(727) 584-0801 (Lodge) 
(727) 587-6558 (Office) 
eclub4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
NEW PORT RICHEY #2284 
7201 Congress St. 
New Port Richey, FL 34653-1835 
(727) 849-5192 (Office) 
(727) 846-8012 (Lodge) 
nprelkslodge2284@msn.com 
 
 

SEMINOLE #2519 
10717 Seminole Blvd. 
Seminole, FL 33778-3335 
(727) 397-4541 (Lodge) 
(727) 397-7253 (Office) 
seminoleelks2519@gmail.com 
www.seminoleelks.com 
 
ST. PETERSBURG #1224 
2675 66th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710-3158 
(727) 344-6553 (Lodge) 
(727) 344-6551 (Office) 
lodge1224@aol.com 
www.bpoe1224.com 

TAMPA #708 
3616 W. Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL 33611-2608 
(813) 839-8928 (Lodge) 
(813) 831-4280 (Office) 
lodge708secretary@outlook.com 
www.tampaelks.com 
 
TARPON SPRINGS #1719 
237 S. Pinellas Ave. 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689-3633 
(727) 934-7514 (Lodge)  
(727) 934-7514 (Office) 
jonezz4@aol.com 
www.elks1719.com

The West Central District Florida Elks lodges 
proudly support the Unmasking Autism Gala.



4	 Florida Elks Charities I 2024 Unmasking Autism Gala

Same or Next Day Visits
Personalized Attention

Become A Member Today!
– Dr. Kunal Amin

What is Concierge Medicine?
Concierge medicine, also known as boutique or retainer medi-
cine, is a form of  medical practice where patients pay an annual 
fee or retainer to their doctor in exchange for personalized, 
proactive, and comprehensive medical care.

Concierge doctors typically limit the number of  patients they see, 
which allows them to spend more time with each patient, offer 
same-day or next-day appointments, and provide more personal-
ized care.

Meet Dr. Kunal Amin
We are proud to welcome you to AMIN VIP, where Dr. Amin is 
committed to providing the highest level of  personalized care to 
each and every patient. Board certified with the American Board 
of  Family Medicine and a board member of  the Saint Anthony’s 
Hospital Foundation, Dr. Amin has established himself  as one of  
the top primary care physicians in the Tampa Bay Area.

Dr. Amin has achieved outstanding results as a primary care phy-
sician, ranking as the top producer for his organization in South 
Pinellas County, and placing among the top five primary care 
physicians in terms of  production out of  a pool of  nearly 175 
doctors in the Tampa Bay Area.

In addition to attending Wabash College where he was a member 
of  the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, Dr. Amin completed his basic 
science training at the Medical University of  the Americas on the 
island of  Nevis, and his clinical training at various hospitals in 
Chicago. He started practicing just nine days after completing a 

three-year Family Medicine residency program at the Fort Wayne 
Medical Education Program in 2012, determined to build a suc-
cessful practice.  As your advocate, Dr. Amin will strive to provide 
you with the best care for you and your family, drawing on his 
close relationships with a large network of  physicians and other 
ancillary services should you need a referral.

Born in Anderson, Indiana, Dr. Amin comes from a family of  
physicians, including his grandfather, a general practitioner in 
India and Kenya, and his father, an oncologist who immigrated 
to America. Dr. Amin takes great pride in the fact that there has 
been a “Dr. Amin” in healthcare for over 75 years. In his spare 
time, Dr. Amin enjoys golfing, tennis, attending sporting events, 
and traveling the world. Recent travels include Morocco, Scot-
land, Ireland, India, Japan, and Egypt.
Whether you’re in need of  medical care or travel recommen-
dations, Dr. Amin is the one to turn to. At AMIN VIP, you can 
expect personalized care from a doctor who is committed to your 
health and well-being.

727-353-8600
inquiries@aminvipmd.com

1621 22nd Avenue North
Saint Petersburg, FL 33713

OUR CONCIERGE PROGRAM
Our passion for quality healthcare is the driving force behind Amin VIP Concierge Medicine.  Our healthcare model allows Dr. Amin 
to provide enhanced, personalized medical care and services.

Concierge medicine in the St. Petersburg market is fairly new.  Our patients had a growing need to spend more time with Dr. Amin 
during their appointments, requested more healthy screening visits, and wanted same-day or next-day appointments with 24/7 access 
via phone or a Smartphone App.  This level of  care and service is available to our AminVIP members. 
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Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge #2658
Is proud to to support 

the 2024 Unmasking Autism “We’re on the Move”
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TWO DATRAN CENTER,  9130 SOUTH DADELAND BLVD,  SUITE 1628,  MIAMI, FL  33156  (305) 670-9250

Florida Atlantic Securities Corporation is a private, employee-owned wealth 
management  rm located in Miami, Florida.  We are independent and have 

no affiliation with any bank, insurance or investment company. 

We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate 
balance of equities,  xed income (taxable and tax-exempt), certiicates of 
deposit (CD's), exchange traded funds (ETF's), mutual funds, cash, insurance 
products, third party investment managers and other vehicles deemed 

suitable for our client's objectives and time horizons.

Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, 
non-proot and for-proot corporations.  Our  rm incorporates a long-term 

investment approach focused on value.

Florida Atlantic Securities Corporation is a private, employee-owned wealth 
management  rm located in Miami, Florida.  We are independent and have 

no affiliation with any bank, insurance or investment company. 

We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate 
balance of equities,  xed income (taxable and tax-exempt), certiicates of 
deposit (CD's), exchange traded funds (ETF's), mutual funds, cash, insurance 
products, third party investment managers and other vehicles deemed 

suitable for our client's objectives and time horizons.

Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, 
non-proot and for-proot corporations.  Our  rm incorporates a long-term 

investment approach focused on value.

presented by

Proud Sponsor of the
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Reynaldo Garcia, IV 
Special Guest 

Reynaldo Garcia IV was born Feb. 10, 1996, in San Antonio, Texas, and he was diagnosed with autism when he 
was in kindergarten. Because of the difficulties from the disorder, as well as a need for a change in 
atmosphere to help with growth, he ended up living with his grandparents in St. Petersburg, Florida. They got 
him in the right schools with the right programs, and from there, things began to look up.
 
Despite being on the spectrum, Rey has accomplished a lot that many others wouldn’t expect someone with 
the disorder to achieve, such as graduating from college; touring 25 states with a song and dance troupe, 
called Re-Creation, for three years; acting in significant roles in three professional theatre productions; 
serving as a teacher assistant for Theatre Exceptional, where he helps teach theatre to adults with special 
needs; and holding a steady job at Publix. Next, he will be on contract with the Lexington Children’s Theatre in 
Kentucky, where he will continue his career as an actor and as a teacher.
 
He would love to thank his grandparents for all their love and support. He would also love to thank his Uncle 
Danny and Aunt Casey for not only their love and support but their tireless work in helping to spread 
awareness for autism.



	 Florida Elks Charities I 2024 Unmasking Autism Gala 	 9



10	 Florida Elks Charities I 2024 Unmasking Autism Gala

Dr. Fadi Saba was born in Lebanon. He attended 
American University of Beirut and received his 
MD degree in 1993 and completed his Residency 
at Good Samaritan Hospital, John Hopkins 
System, Baltimore, MD in 1996. Dr Saba moved to 
Florida and founded Professional Health Care of 
Pinellas (PHC) in 1997 in St Petersburg.  

Over the last 27 years, PHC has grown from a Over the last 27 years, PHC has grown from a 
small office to seven outpatient locations, 
presence in dozens of long-term care facilities and 
nursing homes, and area hospitals.  He serves on 
and has served on the board of some of those 
hospitals and facilities, including serving as Chief 
of Staff. Dr. Saba serves as the medical director of 
several long-term care facilities in the area. Not 
only a caring physician, Dr. Saba is also a teacher, 
leader, researcher, expert, and entrepreneur.  

While his calling may be medicine, Dr. Saba’s passion is his family –parents, sisters, nieces and nephews, wife and three 
wonderful children, and of course his in-laws!  He also enjoys serving his church, cooking, gardening, and travel.

Dr. Saba cares deeply about the community, including those affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  Personally seeing 
how effective access to therapy can be for children with ASD drives Dr. Saba to support and stand strongly behind the 
mission of Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services.

Dr. Fadi Saba
2024 Unmasking Autism Gala
Humanitarian Award Recipient
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We are committed to improving
your well-being and providing the
best medical care that empowers
you to live life to the fullest.

YOUR HEALTH
IS OUR TOP
PRIORITY

OUR SERVICES

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

WHY CHOOSE US?

Expert Physicians & Specialists

7 Convenient Locations

Insurances Accepted

Compassionate Care

Primary Care

Established Care

Specialty Services

Sick Visits

Acute Care

or visit: phcpinellas.com
727-322-1054

727-322-1054 phcpinellas.com Se habla español

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL
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An Emmy award winning journalist, Wendy Ryan joined ABC Action News in April of 2003, as the evening anchor and 
continues to anchor the 6pm, 7pm and 11pm broadcasts.

When the pandemic hit in 2020, Wendy launched her Mental Health franchise, where she goes in-depth on the resources 
available in Florida and how social media is impacting our children. She continually focuses on the causes of suicide and the 
many organizations trying to combat the stigma of talking about our mental well-being.

Before that, Wendy focused on restaurant inspections in her Emmy nominated franchise known as “Dirty Dining.” Many Before that, Wendy focused on restaurant inspections in her Emmy nominated franchise known as “Dirty Dining.” Many 
stories have been featured on Good Morning America, 20/20, Jimmy Kimmel Live, and Last Week Tonight with John Oliver 
on HBO. She did countless investigations on food safety inspections through Florida's Division of Hotels and Restaurants, 
Department of Agriculture and the CDC.

For over a decade, Wendy has been part of the Emmy award winning 'Taking Action Against Domestic Violence' campaign 
and Prime-time Special.

Over the last 20-years in the bay area, Wendy also covered major hurricanes including live continuous coverage during Over the last 20-years in the bay area, Wendy also covered major hurricanes including live continuous coverage during 
Hurricanes Charlie, Francis, Ivan, Jean, Irma, Ian and most recently Hurricane Idalia.

She's also covered other major local events including: 2004 Tampa Bay Rays in the World Series, 2008 Tampa Bay Lightning 
in the Stanley Cup Championship, 2012 Republican National Convention and several years of live coverage of the Jerry 
Lewis MDA Telethon.

During her career, Wendy spent almost 10 years in Los Angeles, California. She worked as an anchor/reporter for KWHY-TV, During her career, Wendy spent almost 10 years in Los Angeles, California. She worked as an anchor/reporter for KWHY-TV, 
The Business Channel, covering the financial markets and interviewing top CEO's from around the country. She then moved 
to Miami to launch her own national show with NFN, Net Financial News. Wendy also worked for a national cable network 
focusing on international issues and covering the Middle East peace process.

Wendy was the main evening anchor for WICS-TV in Springfield, Illinois, where she met her now husband, Jerome, live on 
the air. They also welcomed a daughter, Raquel, in 2010.

She was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio and graduated Cum Laude from the University of Arizona. Wendy has been She was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio and graduated Cum Laude from the University of Arizona. Wendy has been 
profiled in 'Broadcasting and Cable Magazine' after her personal story with MRSA was documented and went viral on 
Facebook, as it was happening. In addition, her career has been profiled in Creative Loafing Magazine and Tampa Bay 
Parenting Magazine.

Wendy also volunteers with several non-profit organizations and emcees countless events including the FARA Energy Ball, Wendy also volunteers with several non-profit organizations and emcees countless events including the FARA Energy Ball, 
raising money for Freidrich's Ataxia Research Alliance, American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, St. 
Jude’s Hospital Gala, Humane Society Fundraiser, Hope Villages of America's Faces of Domestic Violence, CASA-Community 
Action Stops Abuse, The Haven of Tampa Bay, Salvation Army, Lowery Park Zoo, Make a Wish Foundation, The Spring of 
Tampa Bay, Tampa Bay Ray’s ‘Family Fun Day’, Florida Hospital Gala, American Cancer Society’s Walk, Abilities Foundation, 
St. Claver’s School Fundraiser, Trinity School for Children Fundraiser, Hands Across the Bay’s Dancing with the Stars Event, 
& the FL Strawberry Festival's Fundraiser and Fashion Show.

Wendy Ryan
 WFTS News Anchor
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The warmest, friendliest and most active lodge in the state
ST. PETERSBURG Elks Lodge #1224

PER Association
The St. Petersburg PER Association wants to congratulate the 

Florida Elks for bringing awareness to autism at the 2024 
Unmasking Autism Gala.
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he Florida State Elks Association has a long 
history of providing rehabilitation services to 
Florida children in need. It has been our her-
itage since 1933 and has been the one con-

stant that has bound our association together for nearly 
90 years.

In April 1933, the Harry-Anna Home for Crippled Children 
was dedicated. In the late 1960s, the Harry-Anna Hospital 
took on the status of a special pediatric orthopedic hospi-
tal and became known as the Florida Elks Harry-Anna Crip-
pled Children’s Hospital.

The 1970s brought many changes to the hospital, and 
many state and federal assistance programs came into 
existence. In 1977, a new hospital was built. The new fa-
cility was a modern, sprawling, one-story Spanish villa of 
60,000 square feet. The cost of this beautiful facility was 
$2,146,000 and it was raised entirely by the generous Elks 
of Florida, and there was not one penny of debt on the first
day of patient care.

As care for orthopedic patients evolved, the hospital pa-
tient count fell as well. During the midyear convention of 
1998, the Florida State Elks Association Board of Direc-
tors voted to make a major change in the way it delivered 
health care services to Florida children. After

65 years of providing health care services to thousands of 
children in a hospital setting, the board of directors, after a 
great deal of deliberation, made the decision to close the
hospital early in 1999.

On March 1, 1999, a new program — Florida Elks Children’s 
Therapy Services — began. The program was modeled af-
ter the California-Hawaii Elks Association’s mobile therapy 
program and offered in-home physical and occupational 
therapy for children in need. Therapists throughout the 
state were hired. We started with 14 therapists and vans, 
and we are now up to 32 therapists and vans on the road.

Additionally, we have 35 contract therapists working with 
us. We are currently treating nearly 600 children per week. 
Compare that to the 30 children we were treating when 
the hospital closed in 1999.

As our program evolved, it became apparent that the 
needs of the children were not only physical in nature but 
neurological as well, so our therapists take a neurodevel-
opmental approach when treating a child on the spectrum.

In a clinical setting, a child is treated based on diagnosis 
and what Medicaid will pay. At Florida Elk Children’s Thera-
py Services, our therapists provide the treatment that will 
give the child the tools needed to reach their greatest po-
tential. We answer to our members and board of directors 
rather than to a government agency, and we treat patients 
based on need, not numbers.

The services received by patients who meet eligibility re-
quirements are provided at no cost to the families. The 
program does not receive financial assistance from any 
government agency. Instead, it receives funding from the

Harry-Anna Investment Fund Inc., Elks lodges, Florida Elks 
Ladies organizations, the Elks National Foundation, and, 
more importantly, from generous public donations.

Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services is so important 
as we continue to help the children in Florida who would 
ordinarily not have access to high-quality therapy in their 
homes. We are grateful to have 25 occupational therapists
and seven physical therapists working for us.

On behalf of all of us at Florida Elks Children’s Therapy  
Services, thank you for your incredible support.

FLORIDA ELK CHILDREN’S THERAPY SERVICES

T
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Stuart-Jensen Elks Lodge #1870 
Proudly Supports 

Unmasking Autism…
“The Power of Love”

Our Lodge has been supporting the
children of Florida for nearly 70 years!

As we were chartered on 
July 9th, 1953.

Membership Matters!
“Teamwork Makes Elkdom Shine”

We are honored to sponsor this 
wonderful event to help bring 

awareness to Autism! 

Past State President,
Susan “Suzi” Simonelli

Past First Gentleman
Augustus “Joey” Simonelli, III, PER

In Memoriam
Raymond “Ray” Ott was a member of 
St. Petersburg Elks Lodge #1224 until 
his passing, April 30, 2021. He loved be-
ing an Elk and what the Elks represent-
ed. The Unmasking Autism Gala, which 
benefits the Florida Elks Children’s Ther-
apy Services (FECTS), was a favorite of 
his. FECTS provides in-home physical 
and occupational therapy to Florida 
children in need of such services, at no 

cost to the families. The gala is something Ott wanted to support 
each year. Until his passing, he was a Gold Sponsor, and he left a 
memorial trust to continue his donation each year for the gala.

Ott joined the Air Force as a young man, where he served and 
specialized as an avionics ground support superintendent until his 
honorable discharge in 1973. After his miliary service, he transi-
tioned into his work as a test conductor and later as a field techni-
cian for Honeywell in several divisions until his retirement in 1993.

He was also a member of the American Legion Post #273.

As a longtime fellow Elk and friend, Ray Ott will always be remem-
bered as a faithful supporter of the Unmasking Autism Gala.

Stuart-Jensen Elks Lodge #1870
Proudly Supports

Unmasking Autism
“We’re on the Move”

Our Lodge has been supporting the 
Children of Florida for nearly 70 years!

We were chartered on
July 9th, 1953.
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www.apg.company  |  Contractors EC0000486  |  Engineers CA5947

Tampa Bay Headquarters
4825 140th Avenue North  
Clearwater, Florida 33762  
727.530.0077

Lakeland Branch
1804 Lakeland Hills Boulevard  
Lakeland, Florida 33805       
863.688.0600 | 407.999.8300

Sarasota Branch
401 North Cattlemen Road, Suite 108 
Sarasota, Florida 34232     
 941.377.0077

Our Mission
APG is committed to making a positive difference in the lives and businesses 

of our customers, partners, employees and community. We do this by building 

relationships based on quality, integrity and trust. APG provides a team 

environment that fosters a passion for excellence and the desire to go above 

and beyond in serving not only our customers, but each other.

ELECTRIC    |    ENGINEERING   |    TECHNOLOGY   |    LIFE SAFETY   |    SECURITY
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Featured Artist

We are honored to have Mr. AL Black, one of the 26 original Florida Highwaymen 
artists, return this year by popular demand as a featured guest to the Unmasking 
Autism Gala! He will be doing another original painting during the gala, which he 
will donate to be auctioned at the end of the evening, with all proceeds going to 
the Unmasking Autism Gala. Last year’s winning bid was $10,000 from Susan King. 
If you are not lucky enough to be the winning bidder, Mr. Black will have other 
paintings for sale at the end of the gala. He is a great supporter of the gala, and we 
are happy to have him back! His paintings range in price from $600 to more than 
$10,000.

The following biography of Al Black comes from floridahighwaymenartist.com/al-black and was written by Matt Samuel, 
spokesperson for the Florida Highwaymen. Al “Blood” Black is one of the most elusive Highwaymen artists: almost no bi-
ographical data is publicly available about him, including his date and place of birth. In his early years of painting, he seldom 
gave interviews, although he was well known for his productive sales techniques, and he is known to speak prolifically when 
promoting his work. It is possible that he painted additions to some of Alfred Hair’s work and sold paintings for some of the 
other Highwaymen artists while he learned to paint through observation. Black has claimed several times that he taught 
himself to paint by fixing work in his possession that became smudged during transport for sale. Al Black paintings are 
characterized by the inclusion of sea birds in his Florida coastal landscapes. Al commonly includes three white birds flying 
through crisp blue skies in his work. He says the birds are representative of the Holy Trinity. Black sometimes adds a fourth 
bird that lags to special paintings, which he claims signifies himself. Each of the Al Black paintings have a serene and peaceful 
feeling and showcase the natural beauty of undeveloped Florida without the angst or jarring colors that some

Highwaymen art contains. Al Black began his career as an artist with the standard Highwaymen tools, producing his early 
work on Upson board with oil paints and crown molding frames. Al is the most experimental of the Highwaymen in terms of 
media and has at times utilized acrylic paints, produced wall murals in oil and painted on canvas.

AL BLACK

Thank You!
Marlene Evans and Toni Goodrich

for sponsoring the custom
bluetooth speakers.
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THE 
ST PETERSBURG 

LADIES OF ELKS AUXILIARY #1224 
PROUDLY SUPPORTS 

THE FLORIDA ELKS CHARITIES
UNMASKING AUTISM GALA 

2024



ducation and success go hand in hand, 
but what if a deserving student is denied 
the opportunity? 

How can we measure what is lost? How many talented 
and caring teachers, scientists, artists or entrepreneurs 
have been denied the chance to reach their full potential? 
They're resigned to a lifetime of what might have been. 
The Florida State Elks Association is committed to helping 
deserving students receive the necessary education and 
training to start a successful career. Preparing a quality 
workforce is essential in generating economic growth and 
improving the quality of life for our Florida communities. 

FSEA­sponsored Scholarships
Hope Scholarship 
�The mission of the Florida State Elks Association HOPE
Scholarship is to provide nancial support for the educa­
tional needs of Florida high school seniors without which
they would not be able to achieve their educational goals.
The scholarship targets students who demonstrated lead­
ership through participation in school activities, commu­
nity service and citizenship. Consideration is given to
those students who have shouldered extra responsibility
such as working throughout their high school careers to
help provide support of siblings or family.

Van Duren Memorial Scholarship 
This scholarship fund is a program of the Florida Elks 
Youth Camp and the Florida State Elks Association. The 
fund provides scholarships in amounts up to $5,000 per 
year to graduating h igh s chool/homeschooled s eniors 
who are planning to attend college and to students cur­
rently enrolled in an accredited American college, univer­
sity or community college. 

Also... 

Elks National Foundation  
(ENF)­sponsored Scholarships 
Most Valuable Student Scholarships 
For high school seniors who are U.S. citizens 

Legacy Awards 
For children and grandchildren of Elks 

Emergency Educational Grants 
For children of deceased or totally disabled Elks

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS 
Student scholarships for a better life

#2019 Gala Program FULL FINAL.qxp_Gala Template  4/15/24  3:55 PM  Page 12

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS
Student scholarships for a better life

22	 Florida Elks Charities I 2024 Unmasking Autism Gala

E

FSEA Sponsored Scholarships

Elks National Foundation  
(ENF)sponsored Scholarships
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Our Sponsors

GOLD SPONSORS
 Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Beaney 

Florida Atlantic Securities Corp. 
 Dr. and Mrs. Fadi Saba

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Pareira 
PHC of Pinellas 

Speer Dream Foundation 

TABLE HOSTS 
Dr. Kunal Amin 
APG Electric 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Artze
Baycare 

 Callahan Wealth Management 
Mr. Chris Miles 

Deep Creek Elks Lodge #2763 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul DeWitt- 2 Tables
Don Crawford/Ducks Unlimited 

Dwell Creations LLC. - Mr. Kevin Wojtowicz
 Florida Elks Children Therapy Services
Holiday Isles Lodge #1912 – 2 Tables 

Inverness Elks Lodge #2522 
Largo Elks Lodge #2159
Masi Insurance – 2 Tables 

St. Anthony’s Hospital Foundation
St. Petersburg Lodge #1224 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen “Snuffy” Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Royal Travis 

Winter Park Elks Lodge #1830 – 2 Tables

Sharon Rogers
Sales Associate

srogers@bhhsfloridaproperties.com
Direct: (727) 418-5655
Office: (727) 451-7389
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Vincent P. & Liselda Como, PSP, PGLC
Florida State Elks Association Board Chairman

“No Elk stands so tall
as when they stoop
to help a child”
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siembroidery.com

“Different, Not Less” 
by Temple Grandin

I’m not like you, and that’s okay,
My mind works in a different way.

Sometimes I struggle, sometimes I thrive,
But in my heart, I’m truly alive.

I see the world through different eyes,
Colors and sounds, they mesmerize.

A world of patterns, details, and more,
A symphony that others often ignore.

I may not speak your language well,
But my thoughts and dreams, they surely tell

Of a passion burning deep inside,
A spirit you cannot deny.

So, embrace my differences, 
don’t cast me away,

For in my uniqueness, I proudly say
That though I may be different, not like the rest,

I am not less, I am simply blessed.



wanted to thank all the committee members, who unselfishly donated their time, talent, ideas, and 
expertise in helping to make the Florida Elks Charities Unmasking Autism Gala a success! Through 
your dedication we are helping children with autism spectrum disorder and their families to over-

come the challenges that they deal with daily. The funds raised by this gala will be used to help enhance and 
expand the treatment of children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) through Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
Services. A special thank you goes to Carol Bressler. Without her, this program would not have happened. Again, I 
want to thank you all for your contributions to this gala. It takes a great team to make great things happen! – Dan
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DONATIONS/AUCTION ITEMS 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Artze
Ms. Gwendolyn Arvin
Mr. David Bakelman
Ms. Erika Barger

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Barlow
Ms. Bonnie Barnes

Bascom’s Chop House
Bay Pines Marina

Bernie’s and Son Jewelers
Bert’s Barracuda Harley-Davidson

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Blanchard
Bok Tower Gardens

Brian Metzgar
Crystal Bay Resort

Cypress Links Golf Course
Ms. Judy Daniels
E&E Stakeout Grill
Ms. Marlene Evans

Ferg’s Sports Bar & Grill
Florida Elks Charities

Dr. Fred Freed
Future Optics and Bajio Sunglasses

Glory Days Grill
Ms. Toni Goodrich, PDD
Gratzzi’s Italian Grill

Great Explorations Children’s Museum
Ms. Heidi Green, PER
Hampton Inn & Suites

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Heher
Hilton Bayfront

LTC and Mrs. Steve Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Buzz Hoffman

Hollywood West Elks Lodge #2365
Hooters Restaurant
Indulgence Spa
Johnny Miller

Jupiter Elks Lodge #2469
Kahwa Coffee

Kalazmoo Olive Company
Kind Mouse

Masi Boy’s Fishing Charter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Matos
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Masi, PSP

Mike Alstott Foundation
Mr. Joe Packard
Mr. Eric Pounders

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pounders
PRP Wine International
Mr. and Mrs. Don Reich
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sayre

Sawgrass Marriott
Mr. and Mrs. George Scribner
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Seibert

Sirata Resort - St. Pete Beach
Sunken Gardens

TampaBay BourbonBoyz
Texas Roadhouse

The Florida Orchestra
The Palladium

The Ringling Museum
Tito’s Vodka

Vigo Importing
Wine For Humanity

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Bonnie Barnes
Jenny Chatham
Marlene Evans
Toni Goodrich
Heidi Green

Brian Haverfield
Shannan Kellogg
Raymond Kellogg

Rick Marks
Casey Masi
Dan Masi 

Deseray Masi
Joanne Matos
Robert Matos
Megan Menges
Brian Metzgar

Michael Pounders
Patty Pounders
Larry Romig
Margie Schulz
Laz Suarez

Thomas Sullivan

Committee Members and Sponsors

I



elkstherapy.com

Apopka • Arcadia • Aripeka • Boca Raton • Bonita Springs-Estero • Bradenton • 
Brandon • Brooksville • Cape Coral • Clewiston • Cocoa • Cocoa Beach • Crestview 
• Deep Creek • DeLand • Delray Beach • Dunedin/Clearwater • Edgewater-NSB • 
Englewood • Eustis • Florida Keys • Fort Myers • Fort Pierce • Fort Walton • 
Gainesville • Greater Pine Island • Green Cove Springs • Holiday Isles • 
Holley-Navarre • Hollywood West • Inverness • Jacksonville • Jupiter • Key West • 
Kissimmee • Lake City •  Lake Placid • Lakeland • Lakewood Ranch-Sarasota • Largo 
• • Live Oak • Manasota • Mandarin-St. Johns • Marathon •  Merritt Island • Miami • 
Naples • New Port Richey • North Fort Myers • Oakland Park • Ocala • Orange Park 
• Orlando • Ormond Beach • Palm Coast • Palmetto • Parrish • Pensacola Beach • 
Perry • Plant City • Pompano Beach • Port Orange • Port St. Lucie • Punta Gorda • 
Rotonda • Sanford • Sarasota South • Sebastian • Sebring • Seminole • South 
Hillsborough • South Lake • South. Miami/Coral Gables • St. Augustine • St. 
Petersburg • Stuart-Jensen • Tallahassee • Tampa • Tarpon Springs • Titusville • Twin 
CitiesCities • Venice-Nokomis • Vero Beach • Viera • Warrington • West Citrus • West Palm 

Beach • West St. Lucie • Winter Garden • Winter Park • Zephyrhills

FOR HELPING
CHANGE LIVES ONE MILE AT A TIME


